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1. Introduction to directories of medical schools 

i. The World Directory of Medical Schools and its predecessors

ii. The management and governance of WDMS: sponsors

iii. What WDMS includes, and how the information is presented

iv. Changes that we have planned or are considering

2. What does listing mean?

3. What does listing not mean?

4. Examples
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• A marketplace in Egypt in Roman times

• A new doctor wishes to use space in the 

market to open his medical practice

• Examined by the manager of the market.  

Where was he educated?  Who were his 

teachers?  What evidence has he got of 

his competence?

• (He was writing to his mother)

• Professor Vivian Nutton

For how long have we wanted to know 

“where was this doctor educated”?
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New schools appear overnight like 

mushrooms!
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Why did WHO stop compiling its World Directory?

What did WFME and FAIMER do?

The World Directory aims to include all medical schools

(why all medical schools?):

˗ Offering a complete programme of instruction

˗ Awarding basic medical qualification

˗ Recognised by the government of their host country

˗ Existing and historical

˗ A joint venture of WFME and FAIMER

World Directory of Medical Schools - history
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The World Directory is NOT:

• Accredited schools only

• An indicator of quality or endorsement, by WFME, FAIMER, WHO or
anyone

• Therefore, your school may be very bad: but still included in WDoMS

The World Directory is a list of:

• Medical schools that exist

• OR – that we think exist

World Directory of Medical Schools is not -
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Management of WDMS – WFME and FAIMER

Governance of WDMS – the Senior Advisory 

Committee: regulatory authorities who can promote 

the development of WDMS into what they need

http://www.ifmsa.org/
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Ongoing challenges confirming new school status

New surveys, translations

Update of core data

how much have we done

how often should we review

Website usage and redesign plan

Changes that we have planned or are 

considering
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IFMSA sponsor note

IFMSA spreadsheet about national medical education systems 

Concerns about specific schools 

Caribbean report

Use of data from and in relation to WDMS to reduce exploitation of 

students

Schools of traditional medicine 

Potential un-listing of Chinese schools of TCM

Korean schools of traditional medicine

Introduction of accreditation information to the Directory, relation to Sponsor 

Notes

Changes that we have planned or are 

considering (2)
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“ … [about the] Near East University Faculty of Medicine regarding … the 
World Directory.

… the school is located in Northern Cyprus and is recognized only by 
Turkey. The school had been listed as located in Turkey, which I don’t think 
is appropriate considering the UN position on Northern Cyprus. It also 
would not be accurate to list the school under Cyprus as long as we state 
that listed schools must be recognized by an appropriate government 
agency of the country in which they are located (the Republic of Cyprus has 
not, and probably never would, recognize this school).

… ” 
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• World Directory of Medical Schools website https://www.wdoms.org/

• A. Opalek, D. Gordon.  A data model for medical schools and their 
programs: structuring data to Inform medical regulation worldwide. 
Journal of Medical Regulation 104, 5-12, 2018 
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